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Overview
Within 3GPP, the technical specification development work is accomplished by Technical Specification Groups (TSGs) according to the principles and rules contained in the Project reference documentation (Partnership Project Description, Partnership Project Agreement, Partnership Project Working Procedures).

The 3GPP Technical Specification Groups (TSGs) are responsible for:
· Establishment and monitoring of the detailed 3GPP release content and time plan;
· Development, approval and maintenance of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports;
· Technical co-ordination of related Working Groups (WGs) in which Technical Specifications and Technical Reports are produced.

The TSGs periodically report to the Project Coordination Group (PCG) and may liaise with other standardization bodies, industry fora and Market Representation Partners (MRPs) as appropriate.

3GPP TSG Service and System Aspects (SA) is responsible for the overall architecture and service capabilities of systems based on 3GPP specifications. Consequently, 3GPP TSG SA is responsible for the cross 3GPP TSG co-ordination and the overall co-ordination and monitoring of technical specification work progress in the 3GPP SA Working Groups.

SA is currently is responsible for the following areas of work:
· Overall development, coordination and evolution of 5G and LTE technologies;
· Overall coordination between 3GPP TSGs and 3GPP SA WGs;
· Service and feature requirements (stage 1 development);
· Architecture of the 3GPP Core Network and the overall 3GPP system;
· Security and privacy of the 3GPP system;
· Codecs and their transport;
· Multicast/broadcast streaming and real-time communication;
· Management and orchestration of 3GPP system components;
· Charging;
· Enablers for vertical applications and general 3GPP services.

The above list is not exhaustive and also lacks details. For more information readers should look into the respective SA Working Groups Terms of Reference.


Scope of Responsibilities
The 3GPP TSG SA is responsible for the technical co-ordination of the specification work done in the following Working Groups:
· SA WG1 – Services
· SA WG2 – System Architecture and Services
· SA WG3 – Security and Privacy 
· SA WG4 – Multimedia Codecs, Systems and Services
· SA WG5 – Management, Orchestration and Charging 
· SA WG6 – Application Enablement & Critical Communication Applications.

More specifically, SA is responsible for:
· Overall development and evolution of 3GPP system (e.g. 5G and LTE);
· Coordination between 3GPP TSGs and 3GPP SA Working Groups;
· Enabling the support of vertical markets with 3GPP standardized technology;
· Service and feature requirements (stage 1 development);
· Architectural models and concepts;
· Control and user plane protocol stacks; 
· End-to-End procedures;
· Security and privacy; 
· Lawful interception;
· Codecs for speech, audio, video, graphics and other newly emerging media types as well as their transport;
· Multicast/broadcast streaming and real-time communication media services and architectures;
· Management and orchestration of 3GPP system components;
· Charging;
· Critical communication applications;
· Service Frameworks / APIs;
· Enablers for vertical applications.

The above list is not exhaustive and also lacks details. For more information readers should look into the respective SA Working Groups Terms of Reference.
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The 3GPP Technical Specification Groups (TSGs) are responsible for:
· Establishment and monitoring of the detailed 3GPP release content and time plan;
· Development, approval and maintenance of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports;
· Technical co-ordination of related Working Groups (WGs) in which Technical Specifications and Technical Reports are produced.

The TSGs periodically report to the Project Coordination Group (PCG) and may liaise with other standardization bodies, industry fora and Market Representation Partners (MRPs) as appropriate.

3GPP TSG Service and System Aspects (SA) is responsible for the overall architecture and service capabilities of systems based on 3GPP specifications. Consequently, 3GPP TSG SA is responsible for the cross 3GPP TSG co-ordination and the overall monitoring of technical specification work progress.

SA is currently is responsible for the following areas:
· Overall development and evolution of 5G and LTE technologies;
· Overall coordination between 3GPP TSGs and 3GPP SA WGs;
· Service and feature requirements (stage 1 development);
· Architecture of the 3GPP Core Network and the overall 3GPP system;
· Security and privacy of the 3GPP system;
· Codecs and their transport;
· Multicast/broadcast streaming and real-time communication;
· Management and orchestration of 3GPP system components;
· Charging;
· Enablers for vertical applications and general 3GPP services.

The above list is not exhaustive and also lacks details. For more information readers should look into the respective SA Working Groups Terms of Reference.


Terms of Reference

The latest terms of reference were approved at PCG_48 in document PCG48_xx.
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